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The typeface BASKERVILLE, created by
John Baskerville in 1757, revolutionary
in its use of contrasting thick and thin
strokes and used in early United States
Federal Government publishing, parallels
the revolutionary events and sentiments
of the colonists as the AMERICAN
REVOLUTION commenced.

The DIGITAL typography imitates the
handset PRINTING, leading the reader
to question if either design technology is
closer to PERFECTION.



INDEPENDENCE

political separation

CREATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

he AMERICAN REVOLUTION is the series of events, ideas, and changes that
resulted in the political separation of thirteen colonies in North America from
the British Empire and the creation of the United States of America.

he AMERICAN REVOLUTIONARY WAR (1775-1783) was one

part of the revolution, but the revolution began before the first

shot was fired at Lexington and Concord and continued after the
British surrender at Yorktown.

“The Revolution was effected before the War commenced. The
Revolution was in the minds and hearts of the people.”
JoHN ApAMS.

Adding fuel to the
GROWING SEPARATIST MOVEMENT

and resulting in revolution

The StamP ACT OF 1765 required all legal documents, permits, commercial contracts,
newspapers, pamphlets, and playing cards in the American colonies to carry a tax stamp.
The Act was enacted in order to defray the cost of maintaining the military presence protecting
the colonies.

The Act met with great resistance in the colonies and was NEVER EFFECTIVELY
ENFORCED. Colonists threatened tax collectors with tarring and feathering, and
Jew collectors were willing to risk their well-being to uphold the tax.

The Act was repealed on MARCH 18, 1766. This incident increased the
colonists’ concerns about the intent of the British Parliament and added
fuel to the GROWING SEPARATIST MOVEMENT that later resulted in the
American Revolution.
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The unpopular act was
quickly reprinted in
Philadelphia, Boston,
Annapolis, New York,
and New Jersey. This
printing is generally
assigned to James Parker’s
press at WOODBRIDGE,
NEW JERSEY, 1765.
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1 An A& for granting and applying certain Stamp

Duties, and other Dutics, in the Brzzifs Co-
lonics and Plantations in #merica, towards
further defraying the Expences of defending,
protecting, and fecuring the fame; and for
amending fuch Parts of the feveral Acts of
Parliament relating to the Trade and Re-
venues of the faid Colonies and Plantations,
as direct the Manner of determining and re-
covering the Penaltics and Forfeitures theze-
in mentioned.

\\ 7/ DERE2S by an & made in Pemtie
;\\"‘ 4 /{,/, 4‘ the falt Sefion of Paritament,
izl 5 5 feuctal Dunes were aranicd,
- 1) g% contimucd, and appromiated, to-
" warss vefraping the Erpences
v fs OF Delenbing, potelting, any
fecuning, the bk Colonics
4 wad Plantations in America :
-4 4nb whereas 1t 15 julk anG ne-
3 ceflary, thae J2r0vifion be mave
{02 tailing a fureher Wevenue
within Pour MWajedp's Domis
03 Defraping the (a0 Erpences :
e, pour Spaicy’s moft dutiful and loval Dubjeds,
the Commons of Great Brtain in Pachiament affemblen,
432 § bave




(2 79 ) ITALIC OLDSTYLE FIGURES

Anno quil’lto ROMAN

Ge()rgii I11. Regis. s

C A P XII SMALL CAPS 10
ing e i i ROMAN 9/9.5
An Act for granting and applying certain Stamp A

Duties, and other Duties, in the British Co-
lonies and Plantations in America, towards
further defraying the Expences of defending,
protecting, and securing the same; and for
amending such Parts of the several Acts of
Parliament relating to the Trade and Re-
venues of the said Colonies and Plantations,
as direct the Manner of determining and re-
covering the Penalties and Forfeitures there-
in mentioned.



The radical pamphleteer
THomAS PAINE
anticipated and helped
Jfoment the American
Revolution through

his powerful writings,
most notably COMMON
SENSE. An advocate

Sfor liberalism and
constitutional republican
government, Paine was
also noteworthy for his eye-
witness accounts of both
the French and American
Revolutions.
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COMMON SENSE;

ADDRESSED TO THE

INHABITANTS

O F

A M E R 1 C A,

On the following interesting

S U B J E C T S.

I. Of the Origin and Design of Government in general,
with concise Remarks on the English Constitution.

II. Of Monarchy and Hereditary Succession.
III. Thoughts on the present State of American Affairs.

IV. Of the present Ability of America, with some mis-
cellaneous Reflections.

Man knows no Master save creating HEAVEN,
Or those whom choice and common good ordain.

THOMSON.

PHILADELPHIA;
Printed, and Sold, by R. BELL, in Third Street.

MDCC LXX VI
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RaAapicaAL DENOUNCEMENT ofF RULE

powerful writing

incendiary tract advocating independence

CoMMON SENSE was a pamphlet first published on January
10, 1776, during the American Revolutionary War by
THOMAS PAINE. Its pages contained a denouncement of
British rule.

The publication of this pamphlet was key in the
growth of popular support for independence from
Britain. THOMAS JEFFERSON took ideas from both
this publication and JoHN LOCKE when writing the
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE.

COMMON SENSE was tremendously popular.
JoHN TAYLOR GATTO has reported that “T'homas
Paine’s COMMON SENSE sold 600,000 copies to a
population of 3,000,000, 20 percent of whom were
slaves and 50 percent indentured servants.”



ON JuLy 2, 1776, “the representatives of the United States of
America in General Congress assembled” resolved “that these
United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, free and independent
States.”

Two days later, the COMMITTEE OF FIVE presented before the
Congress the draft of a declaration on which they had been at
work since mid-fune. After some discussion and a number of
changes in the wording, it was ratified on JULY 4, 1776.

Immediately after the first printing by JOHN DUNLAP,
a copy was sent to GEORGE WASHINGTON who had it
read to his troops in New York on July 9. The second
printing, which was the first listing all signatories, was
made by MARY KATHARINE GODDARD.

Behind the locked doors
su. State House
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After its adoption by
Congress on July 4, a copy
of the DECLARATION OF
INDEPENDENCE was then

sent a few blocks away to
the Philidelphia printing
shop of JoHN DUNLAP.
Under the watchful eyes of
the Committee of Five, it
was set in type. Through
the night, between 150
and 200 copies were
made, now known as
‘DUNLAP BROADSIDES. ”




As of 1989, only 24
copies of the Dunlap
broadsides were known

to still exist, until a flea
market shopper bought a
framed painting for four
dollars. While inspecting
a tear in the lining
behind the painting, the
owner discovered a folded
Dunlap broadside. In
June 2000, this 2 5th copy
of the Dunlap broadside
was auctioned for $8.14
million and has since been
touring the United States.
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By tHE REPRESEN

UNITED STATES

IN GENERAL CON (

HEN, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary
with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth
God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of manl]
separation.
‘We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are
able rights, that among these are life, liberty and the pur
among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, that
the right of the people to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new government, |
form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and happiness. Prude
changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shown
right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when
evinces a design to reduce them under absolute despotism, it is their right, it is the
future security. Such has been the patient sufferance of these colonies; and such |
government. The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repea
of an absolute tyranny over these states. To prove this, let facts be submitted to a ¢
He has refused his assent to laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the pi
He has forbidden his governors to pass laws of immediate and pressing importa
and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them.
He has refused to pass other laws for the accommodation of large districts of p
the legislature, a right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only.

We, therefore, the Representativesofthe UNITED STATES OF
ing to the Supreme Judge of the World for the Rectitude of our Intentions, do, i
solemnly Publish and Declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought
absolved from all allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political Connectic
dissolved; and thatas FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATESs, they
Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which INDEPENDENT S
firm Reliance on the Protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each

Signed by O R D E R and in

JOHN F
ATTEST.

CHARLES THOMSON, SECRETARY.

PHILADELPHIA: PRINTE



S S, JULY 4, 1776.

RATION

TATIVES ofF THE

y OF AMERICA,

> RESS ASSEMBLED.

for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them
, the separate and equal station to which the laws of nature and of nature’s
ind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the

reated equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalien-
suit of happiness. That to secure these rights, governments are instituted
vhenever any form of government becomes destructive of these ends, it is
aying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such
nce, indeed, will dictate that governments long established should not be
that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to
1long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same object
ir duty, to throw off such government, and to provide new guards for their
s now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former systems of
ted injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment
andid world.

1blic good.

nce, unless suspended in their operation till his assent should be obtained;

eople, unless those people would relinquish the right of representation in

AMERICA,in GENERAL CoONGRES s,assembled, appeal-
n the Name, and by the Authority of the good People of these Colonies,
tobeFREE AND INDEPENDENT STATE s; that theyare
n between them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally
have full Power to levey War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish
T A T E s may of right do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a
other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.

BEHALF of the CONGRESS,

[ANCOCK, PRESIDENT.

D BY JOHN DuNLAP.
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